
Mariotti Gambit

Database: 31-XII-2010 (4,399,153 games)
Report: 1.e4 e5 2.Nc3Nc6 3.g3Bc5 4.Bg2 h5 5.Nf3 h4 (19 games)
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0.1 Statistics and History

0.1.1 Statistics

Games 1:0 1
2

: 1
2

0:1 Score
All report games 19 6 5 8 44.7%

0.1.2 Oldest games

1: 0:1(33) Hartston 2420 – Mariotti 2470, Skopje 1972.09.27 12

2: 1:0(54) Vorotnikov – Hennings, 1979 8

3: 0:1(26) Hauwert Nicolaas – Welling, 1986 2

4: 1
2

: 1
2
(25) Short – Kavalek, 1990 15

5: 1:0(29) Zarnicki – Clari Mascarell, 1991 14

6: 1
2

: 1
2
(44) Martin Thomas – Bachmayr, 1991 9

7: 0:1(74) Ostry – Stjazhkina, 1991 5

8: 0:1(74) Ostry – Florova, 1991 5

0.1.3 Newest games

1: 0:1(22) Alonso Moyano 2399 – Guerrero 2164, Havana CUB 2010.06.11 3

2: 1:0(30) Tombette 2469 – Milligan 2406, corr ICCF 2001.03.01 7

3: 1:0(56) Klanten – Markus, 2000 9

4: 1:0(57) Janjic Ankica – Puljic Janja, 2000 4

5: 0:1(20) Mohr – Leventic, 1997 13

6: 0:1(19) Krivec – Zelic, 1996 11

7: 0:1(19) Gelfand – Godena, 1996 11

8: 1:0(30) Bastijanic Dusan – Zelic, 1994 6



0.1.4 Current popularity

Year 1800-99 1900-49 1950-69 1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 2000-09
Once every X games — — — 81785 356883 132889 641310

Frequency in all years: once every 231534 games
In the 10 years to today: once every 784576 games (down 69% from all years)
In the 5 years to today: once every 653172 games (down 64% from all years)
In the 1 year to today: once every 100308 games (up 131% from all years)

0.1.5 Most frequent players (White)

1: 2 1993 50% Kivisto, Mikko 1

2: 2 1991 0% Ostry, Irina 5

3: 1 2001 100% 2469 Tombette, Philippe 7

4: 1 1972 0% 2420 Hartston, William R 12

5: 1 2010 0% 2399 Alonso Moyano, J 3

6: 1 1979 100% Vorotnikov, Vladislav V 8

0.1.6 Most frequent players (Black)

1: 2 1994–1996 50% Zelic, Mladen 6,11

2: 1 1972 100% 2470 Mariotti, Sergio 12

3: 1 2001 0% 2406 Milligan, Bernard 7

4: 1 2010 100% 2164 Guerrero, An 3

5: 1 1979 0% Hennings, Artur 8

6: 1 1990 50% Kavalek, Lubomir 15

0.2 Ratings and Performance

0.2.1 Average ratings and performance

White rating: 2429 (3 games); White performance: 2222 (33% vs 2347)
Black rating: 2347 (3 games); Black performance: 2554 (67% vs 2429)

0.2.2 Games with highest average rating

1: 0:1(19) Gelfand – Godena, 1996 11

2: 1
2

: 1
2
(25) Short – Kavalek, 1990 15

3: 1
2

: 1
2
(35) Gdanski – Macieja, 1993 10

4: 0:1(20) Mohr – Leventic, 1997 13

5: 1:0(54) Vorotnikov – Hennings, 1979 8

6: 0:1(33) Hartston 2420 – Mariotti 2470, Skopje 1972 12

7: 1:0(30) Tombette 2469 – Milligan 2406, corr ICCF 2001 7

8: 1:0(29) Zarnicki – Clari Mascarell, 1991 14



0.3 Result Trends

0.3.1 Result lengths and frequencies

Score Game length Frequency
1:0 1

2
: 1
2

0:1 1:0 1
2

: 1
2

0:1
Report games 44.7% 42 38 35 31.5% 26.3% 42.1%
All games 53.9% 39 35 40 38.6% 30.5% 30.7%

0.3.2 Shortest wins (White)

1: 1:0(29) Zarnicki – Clari Mascarell, 1991 14

2: 1:0(30) Tombette 2469 – Milligan 2406, corr ICCF 2001 7

3: 1:0(30) Bastijanic Dusan – Zelic, 1994 6

4: 1:0(54) Vorotnikov – Hennings, 1979 8

5: 1:0(56) Klanten – Markus, 2000 9

0.3.3 Shortest wins (Black)

1: 0:1(19) Gelfand – Godena, 1996 11

2: 0:1(19) Krivec – Zelic, 1996 11

3: 0:1(20) Mohr – Leventic, 1997 13

4: 0:1(22) Alonso Moyano 2399 – Guerrero 2164, Havana CUB 2010 3

5: 0:1(26) Hauwert Nicolaas – Welling, 1986 2

0.4 Moves and Themes

0.4.1 Move orders reaching the report position

There were 5 move orders reaching this position:
1: 1.e4 e5 2.Nc3Nc6 3.g3Bc5 4.Bg2 h5 5.Nf3 h4 (12)
2: 1.e4 e5 2.Nc3Nc6 3.g3 h5 4.Nf3Bc5 5.Bg2 h4 (3)
3: 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3Nc6 3.g3Bc5 4.Bg2 h5 5.Nc3 h4 (2)
4: 1.e4Nc6 2.Nc3 e5 3.g3Bc5 4.Bg2 h5 5.Nf3 h4 (1)
5: 1.e4 e5 2.Nc3Bc5 3.g3Nc6 4.Bg2 h5 5.Nf3 h4 (1)

0.4.2 Moves from the report position

Move ECO Frequency Score µElo Perf µYear % Draws
1 Nxh4 9: 47.3% 38.8% 1992 33%
2 gxh4 3: 15.7% 100.0% 1991 0%
3 d3 3: 15.7% 33.3% 1994 0%
4 Nxe5 2: 10.5% 0.0% 1998 0%
5 Na4 2: 10.5% 50.0% 1993 100%
Total 19:100.0% 44.7% 1993 26%

0.4.3 Positional Themes

Frequency of themes in the first 20 moves of each game:



Same-side castling: 5% White Isolated Queen Pawn: 0%
Opposite castling: 11% Black Isolated Queen Pawn: 0%
Kingside pawn storm: 21% White Pawn on 5/6/7th rank: 37%
Queens exchanged: 42% Black Pawn on 2/3/4th rank: 47%
Only one side has Bishop pair: 21% Open c/d/e file: 11%

0.4.4 Endgames

Material at the end of each game:
R Q QR

p BN R BN Q BN QR BN

Report games 0% 11% 16% 21% 0% 5% 0% 47%
All games 3% 9% 9% 25% 2% 4% 4% 43%



0.5 Theory Table

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3Nc6 3.g3Bc5 4.Bg2 h5 5.Nf3 h4: +6 =5 –8 (8.5/19: 45%)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1 Nxe51

Nxe5
d4
h3

Bxh3
Bxd4

Bg2
Bxc3+

bxc3
d6

h3
Qe72

f4
Nd7

Kf2
Nc53

4: 25%

2 d3
h34

Bf1
d6

Bg5
f6

Be3
Nge7

d4
Bb6

d5
Bxe3

fxe3
Nb8

Be2
Nd75

3: 33%

3 gxh4
d66

h3
Nge77

d3
Ng6

Bg5
f6

Be3
Bxe3

fxe3
Nxh4

Nxh4
Rxh4

d4
Qe78

3: 100%

4 Nxh4
Rxh4

gxh4
Qxh4

OO9

Nf6
Qf3
Nd4

Qg3
Qxg3

hxg3
b6

d3
Nxc2

Rb1
Ba610

3: 67%

5 ...
...

...

...
...
...

...
d6

Qg3
Qh7

Na4
Nd4

Qd3
Nh5

Nxc5
Nf411

2: 0%

6 ...
...

...

...
d4
Nxd412

Nd5
d613

Ne314

Nf6
c3
Bg4

Nxg4
Nxg4

Rf1
Ne615

4: 38%

1 6.Na4Be7 7.d4 exd4 8.Nxd4 d6 9.Nxc6 bxc6
10.Be3Nf6 11.c4Bg4 12.Bf3Qd7 13.Bg5
hxg3 14.fxg3Bxf3 15.Qxf3Qg4 16.Qxg4
Nxg4 17.Bxe7Kxe7 18.h4 g5 19.Ke2 gxh4
20.Rxh4Rxh4 21.gxh4Rh8 22.Rh1Ne5
23.b3Ng6 1

2
: 1
2
(43) Kivisto – Gruenthal Riho,

1993; 1
2

: 1
2
(43) Kivisto – Grunthal Riho, 1993.

2 11...Be6 12.f4Nc6 13.Qe2Qf6 14.e5 dxe5
15.fxe5Qg6 16.g4Nge7 17.Rb1Rb8 18.OO
Bd5 19.Bxd5Nxd5 20.Qf3Qe6 21.Ba3
Nde7 22.Bxe7Kxe7 23.Rbe1Rbd8 0:1(26)
Hauwert Nicolaas – Welling, 1986.

3 14.Ba3Nf6 15.Bxc5 dxc5 16.e5Nh5 17.Bf3
Nxg3 18.Kxg3Qh4+ 19.Kg2Bxh3+
20.Rxh3Qxh3+ 21.Kf2Qh2+ 22.Ke3Rh4
0:1 Alonso Moyano 2399 – Guerrero 2164,
Havana CUB 2010.

4 6...hxg3 7.hxg3Rxh1+ 8.Bxh1Nge7 9.Ng5
Ng6 10.Nd5 f6 11.Qh5Ne7 12.Nxe7Kxe7
13.Qxg6Qf8 14.Nf3 d6 15.Be3Bxe3 16.fxe3
Be6 17.Bg2Qh8 18.Ke2Bf7 19.Qg4Bh5
20.Qh4 g5 21.Qh1Rf8 22.g4Bxg4 23.Qxh8
Rxh8 1:0(57) Janjic Ankica – Puljic Janja, 2000.

5 14.Nh4Nf8 15.OONh7 16.Bb5+Kf8
17.Be2Ng5 18.Bg4 a6 19.Bf5Bxf5 20.exf5
Kf7 21.Qg4 c6 22.Qc4 b5 23.Qd3 b4 0:1(74)
Ostry – Stjazhkina, 1991; 0:1(74) Ostry –
Florova, 1991.

6 6...Rxh4 7.d3Rh8 8.Bg5 f6 9.Be3Bb6
10.Qe2 d6 11.OOOBg4 12.h3Bh5 13.h4
Nge7 14.Rdg1Ng6 15.Bh3Nf4 16.Bxf4
Nd4 17.Nxd4Bxe2 18.Ncxe2Bxd4 19.Nxd4
exd4 20.Rxg7 c5 21.Rhg1Qa5 22.Be6 b5

23.Bxd6Rf8 1:0(30) Bastijanic Dusan – Zelic,
1994.

7 7...Nd4 8.Na4Nxf3+ 9.Qxf3Bb6 10.Nxb6
axb6 11.d3Qxh4 12.Qg3Ne7 13.Bg5Qxg3
14.fxg3Be6 15.a3 f6 16.Be3 d5 17.Ke2 c5
18.c3 dxe4 19.Bxe4 OOO 20.g4 g6 21.Bg2
Bd5 22.Bxd5Nxd5 23.h4Rh7 1:0(30)
Tombette 2469 – Milligan 2406, corr ICCF 2001.

8 14.Qd2Qf7 15.d5Nd8 16.Qf2 g5 17.OOO a6
18.Ne2Ke7 19.Ng3Qg6 20.Qf1Qg8
21.Rd2 c5 22.Rf2Qg6 23.Qe1 b6 1:0(54)
Vorotnikov – Hennings, 1979.

9 8.Rf1 d6 9.h3Bxh3 10.Bxh3Qxh3 11.Nd5
Nd4 12.c3Nf3+ 13.Ke2 OOO 14.b4Nh2
15.bxc5Qf3+ 16.Ke1Qxe4+ 17.Ne3Nxf1
18.Kxf1Nf6 19.d3Qg6 20.c6 bxc6 21.Rb1
Rh8 22.Ke2Nh5 23.Kd2Nf4 1

2
: 1
2
(44) Martin

Thomas – Bachmayr, 1991; 8...Nf6 9.Nd5
Nxd5 10.exd5Ne7 11.Qf3 d6 12.Qe4Qh5
13.Bf3Qxh2 14.Qe2Qh7 15.Rh1Qg8 16.d3
Bd7 17.Be3Bxe3 18.Qxe3 g5 19.Rh5 g4
20.Bg2 f5 21.Qg5Qxg5 22.Rxg5Kf7
23.Rh5Rg8 1:0(56) Klanten – Markus, 2000.

10 14.Bg5Bxd3 15.Rfd1Bc4 16.Bf1Bxf1
17.Kxf1 c6 18.Rd2Nd4 19.Kg2Ne6
20.Bxf6 gxf6 21.b4Bd4 22.Ne2 b5 23.a4 bxa4
1
2

: 1
2
(35) Gdanski – Macieja, 1993.

11 14.Kh1Nxd3 15.Nxd3Bh3 16.f3 OOO
17.Nf2Bxg2+ 18.Kxg2Rh8 19.Rh1Qh5
0:1 Krivec – Zelic, 1996; 0:1 Gelfand – Godena,
1996.

12 8...Bxd4 9.Qe2Bxc3+ 10.bxc3 d6 11.OO g5
12.Qe3 f6 13.Qg3Qh7 14.Bf3Nge7 15.Re1



Ng6 16.Be3Ke7 17.c4 b6 18.c5 bxc5 19.c3
Nf4 20.Bg4Bxg4 21.Qxg4Rh8 22.h4Qg8
23.Bxf4Rxh4 0:1(33) Hartston 2420 – Mariotti
2470, Skopje 1972.

13 9...Nf6 10.Nxf6+ gxf6 11.OO d6 12.Kh1Ke7
13.Qd2Bh3 14.Qd3Bxg2+ 15.Kxg2Qg4+
16.Qg3Qxe4+ 17.f3Qh7 18.Kh1Rg8
19.Qe1Qh3 20.Qf2Nf5 0:1 Mohr – Leventic,
1997.

14 10.Be3Nf6 11.Nxf6+ gxf6 12.Kd2Bg4 13.f3
Bh5 14.c3Ne6 15.Qe1Bxe3+ 16.Qxe3 OOO
17.Kc2 d5 18.Rad1 d4 19.Qe1Qg5 20.Rg1
Qf4 21.Qg3Qe3 22.Rge1 d3+ 23.Kb1Qb6
1:0(29) Zarnicki – Clari Mascarell, 1991.

15 14.Qe2Nxh2 15.Rh1Ke7 16.Kd1Rh8 17.f3
Qg3 18.Bd2Bf2 19.Bf1Rh4 20.Qd3Nc5
21.Qe2Nxf3 22.Rxh4Nxh4 23.Kc2Nf3
1
2

: 1
2
(25) Short – Kavalek, 1990.


